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RESCUING AN IMAGE 

A state of frustration and 
confusion seems to be current 
in Washington these days. It 
centers chiefly around the 
figure of President Kennedy. 
Despite the closeness of the 
election last Fall, many peo- 
ple felt that a young, vigor- 
ous, political ly-intelligent 
President would bring to our 
major problems a fresh and 
invigorating outlook. This 
feeling about the President, 
justly or unjustly, is all 
gone now. Nearly everywhere 
you go in the capital you 
hear that Mr. Kennedy is a 


man of words —- only words 
too many words, too often. 
Partly, the cause of the 
frustration, particularly 
among members of Congress, is 
the fact that for the first 
time in years a majority of 
the American people seems to 
be not only aware of the 
great problems they face but 
ready and willing to take the 
necessary action to meet 
them. The mail has been 
flooding into Washington. 
Much of it demands not bel li- 
gerency against world commun- 
ism, but unequivocal firmness 








in the face of blustering Red 
threats. It is severely cri- 
tical of the appeasers, of 
the endless ‘let’ s-negotiate- 
with-the-Reds’ philosophy 
while the Reds gobble up more 
of the world. It shows deep 
concern over wild government 
spending sprees here and 
abroad. Frustrated observers 
in Washington say that now is 
the time when America could 
regain her heritage with a 
courageous leader who is not 
afraid to lead. Instead, they 
say the President insulates 
himself from the temper of 
the country, listens only to 
the professional eggheads who 
surround him, seems to care 
only for what foreign leaders 
may think of him. One con- 
gressman, a member of the 
President’s own party who of 
course did not want to be 
named, said: ‘This is a very 





unpretty picture. There are 
the West Germans, right on 
Russia’s western flank, calm 
and determined to withstand 
Khrushchev’s threats. There 
is Japan, right on Russia’s 
eastern flank, tel ling Khrush- 
chev’s stooge Mikoyan to go 
to thedevil. Buthere in Wash- 
ington everything is at sixes 
and sevens with no one really 
knowing what our policy is.’ 

Of course all this may be 
very unfair to the President. 
His is by no means an easy 
spot to be in. And there are 
those who believe he still can 
rescue his fading image - can 
provide his own ‘profile in 
courage.’ But only, they say, 
if he rids his administration 
of appeasers, softies on com- 
munism, and would-be remodel- 
ers of the American system 
into a sweet-smelling imita- 
tion of communism. 


**PEACE-TIME CENSORSHIP?” 


No small part of this 
feeling of frustration stems 
from a serious and dangerous 
trend thathas become apparent 
in Washington. Senator Karl 
Mundt of South Vakota has 
openly branded it as ‘peace- 
time censorship.’ whether it 
has actually come to this or 
not, there is no doubt that 
there are elements in the ad- 





ministration — some say it 
flows directly from the Pres- 
ident — who are determined to 
muzzle certain kinds of news 
and opinion. A big debate on 
this subject has-been taking 
place in the Senate, although 
you would hardly know it if 
you read only some of our 


great metropolitan newspapers. 


The debate has been led by 
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Senator Strom Thurmond of 
South Carolina. It centers 
around the recent Pentagon 
gag order, about which we 
have been reporting to you, 
that muzzles those military 
officers who try to alert 
their troops, as well as the 
American people, to the men- 
ace of the communist conspi- 
racy. Senator Thurmond is not 
a man who sounds off in the 
Senate at the drop of a hat. 
(He is, incidentally, a Demo- 
crat, as is the President). 
But the Senator has risen in 
the Senate nearly a dozen 
times in recent weeks to dis- 
cuss this censorship of cri- 
ticism of communism and its 
techniques. The debate is a 
measure of the seriousness in 
which the Senator and some of 


his colleagues hold this 
threat to a free society. 
Perhaps a look at the chron- 
ology of events leading to the 
Pentagon gag order may prove 
interesting. We are not draw- 
ing any special conclusions 
from this chronology. We sim- 
ply state it to keep the 
record straight. Here itis : 
Last June 4th, The Worker, 
official Communist Party 
newspaper in the United 
States, began an attack on 
top American military leaders 
for taking part in various 
courses and forums designed 
to infom and alert the peo- 
ple about the dangers of 
communism. Two weeks later, 
on June 18th, the New York 
Times ranamajor story start- 
ing on Page One and filling 
an entire inside page except 
for the ads, the purpose of 
which was to convey the im- 
pression that the Pentagon 
was worried about the activi- 
ties of what were called 
‘right-wing’ -really anti-com- 
munist -officers. Less than a 
month later, on July 16th, Gus 
Hall, General Secretary of the 
American Communist Party 
wrote an article in the com- 
munist paper The Worker at- 
tacking military anti-commun- 
ist indoctrination programs. 
Sometime during this period, 
presumably around June 20th - 








that is, following the ori- 
ginal story in the communist 
newspaper and the later story 
in the New York Times - Sena- 
tor Fulbright of Arkansas 
sent his famous memorandum to 
the Defense Department and 
the White House. It was this 
memorandum, as nearly as any- 
one can make out, that spark- 


HOW GAGS WORK 

That’s the chronology, 
though it might be well to 
add that the communist paper 
has kept up the attack, and 
in the meantime the Defense 
Department has stopped using 
in its instruction courses 
two factual and hard-hitting 
anti-communist films and has 
substituted another one which 
has been described as ‘ innocu- 
ous.’ As to the Pentagon gag 
itself, according to the 
anti-communist newsletter 
Counterattack, it reads in 
part as follows: ‘After the 
President has taken a posi- 
tion...no member of the de- 
partment, either civilian or 
military, will discuss that 
policy other than in a way to 
support it before the public.’ 

This, of course, explodes 
the excuse that the reason 
for the gag was to keep the 
military out of politics. The 
President is apolitical lead- 
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ed the Pentagon order muzzling 
anti-communist officers. No 
one knew of the memorandum at 
the time but on July 20th, four 
days after the second attack 
in the communist paper The 
Worker by Gus Hall, the de- 
tails of the Fulbright memo- 
randum were leaked to one 
newspaper and press service. 


er; he is always making poli- 
tical statements. The order 
that the military must support 
everything he says does not 
keep them out of politics -it 
puts them smack into politics. 
And think for a moment what 
such a directive means. Sup- 
pose it had been in effect 
back in Harry Truman’s day, 
when Truman declared that the 
Alger Hiss case was nothing 
but a ‘red herring.’ Pre- 
sumably the military would 
have had to go along and back 
up the President in his at- 
tempt to quiet the exposure 
of a man who turned out to be 
a traitor to America. 

As to the direct effect of 
this gag order, Senator Thur- 
mond said that in recent 
speeches of government and 
military officials, certain 
phrases had been cut out. He 
gave as examples references 
to ‘world domination by the 
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communist conspiracy,’ ‘Soviet 
infiltration throughout the 
world,’ Soviet determination 
to ‘destroy our way of life’ 
and other such phrases. It 
was also forbidden to use the 
words ‘socialism’ and ‘com- 
munism’ in the same speech - 
despite the fact that Red 
Russia calls itself the Union 
of Socialist Soviet Republics! 
It was when Senator Thurmond 
asked why such phrases were 
not allowed that Senator Mundt 
declared that ‘peace-time 


censorship’ had arrived. 

Were this an isolated inci- 
dent it would be bad enough. 
But as early as last April, a 
committee of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors 
declared that newsmen were 
having trouble with news sup- 
pression by the Kennedy ad- 
ministration. And it has been 
reported that the President 
used unprintable language to 
a writer who made the mistake 
of adding up the cost of the 
President’s spending schemes. 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 8/27/61 
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Book Review 
ONLY MONTHS FROM NOW 
GOOD FRIDAY 1963 by Otis 
Carney, 123 pages, Morrow, 
New York, $3.00. 

He was an eminent scientist 
turned government bureaucrat. 
He had a wife whom he loved, 
two boys whom he tried inter- 
mittently to understand, a 
fine home, a summer farm; he 
was a religious and reasonably 
happy man. His name was 
Matthew Bone. On Good Friday, 
1962 he was returning by jet 
from a trip around the world 
on which he had been sent by 
the President of the United 
States. Now he had merely to 
write a report for the Presi- 
dent, prior to receiving a 


post in the government which 
up to this moment made all 
the past compromises, the cut 
comers, the going along, the 
not-rocking-the- boat seem 
worthwhile. 

Then something happened to 
Matthew Bone, something which 
brought to him a vision of 
what would happen to him, to 
his world, to the country for 
which he truly had a deep 
feeling - what would happen 
one year from that day, on 
Good Friday, 1963. 

Otis Carney has written in 
this brief novel what his 
publishers call a ‘compel ling 
parable for our times.’ But 





it is more than that. First 
of all, Mr. Carney has the 
gift of dramatic presenta- 
tion (besides novels, he 
writes TV and movie scripts). 
We dare anyone to read the 
first short chapter of this 
book and not go on reading. 
In fact the whole story can 
be read in an hour or two, 
and the reader is not likely 
to stop once he starts. 

But aside from this, Matt- 
hew Bone’s unique experience, 
recounted with a knowledge 
and understanding of the 
forces at work in our troub- 
led world, is a thrilling and 
deeply moving episode that 
will sear your mind. The 


EASY MONEY PLACE 


author set his hero’s sights 
for Good Friday, 1963 in this 
stirring tale whose details 
we are not going to reveal. 
But you get the uncanny feel- 
ing that you are living 
through something which is 
happening right now — as it 
may very well be. 

Perhaps you have gathered 
that this is a novel with a 
message. It is. But far 
different, at long last, 
from the nihilist or neurotic 
or even psychotic preoccupa- 
tion with decadence, disease 
and depravity that character- 
izes so great a part of what 
passes for fiction nowadays. 


- Rosalie Gordon 





“I would love to bring President Kennedy and Mr. Dillon to 
the house of a friend of mine in Hackettstown. He lives near 
the Unemployment Benefits Office (the folks around here call 
it ‘the easy money place’). On Thursday mornings people 
drive up for their $50 checks in Cadillacs and Lincolns. 
There is a bar on the corner. A large number of male recipi- 
ents cash their checks there and have a couple of hearty 
drinks — sometimes adozen — before going on their merry way. 

‘“*...A businessman friend of mine in Hackettstown told me 
one of his employees was trying to get laid off because he’d 
rather get $50 tax free at the Easy Money Place than work a 
week for his $65. 

“My next door neighbor is a farmer. He sweated his dairy 
farm out the hard way. I saw him do it over 10 years. Now 
he’s so disgusted he’s thinking of selling out. Why? The 
federal government decided to look into his barn and tax him 
on whatever hay he might have there in storage. 





7 

“There is a tire-distributor in Hackettstown with a huge 
warehouse. He used to keepit full of tires. Now he is trying 
to keep it empty. Why? He is taxed on his tire inventory, so 
naturally he doesn’t want one. Of course we now have to wait 
for tires — and presumably the tire-makers have to wait for 
orders. 

“T sometimes wish these planners could spare the time from 
their plans — enough to come to Hackettstown and see how 
wonderfully it’s all working out.” -Frank Harvey of Hacketts- 

town, N.J., in a letter to the WALL STREET JOURNAL 


LITERAL SUICIDE 

““*After the repeal of the Connally Amendment,’ says Robert 
Maynard Hutchins, ‘which is the first obvious step toward 
world community, it would be possible for the World Court to 
act as Supreme Court of the world.’ So it would, and with a 
majority of the 99 nations in the UN anti-Christian, anti- 
freedom and dominated by socialist, alias communist, govern- 
ments, the survival of free, constitutional government in 
our country would be impossible... 

‘‘No communist nation adheres to the World Court, yet the 
nationals of every communist nation are eligible to serve 
as judges on it. It might so happen that a majority of the 
judges on the World Court, at a given time, would be commun- 
ists from communist countries. 

“If the American people repeal the Connally Amendment and 
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8 
submit their lives, their fortunes, the independence of their 
country and their sacred honor to such a court, they would 
literally be committing suicide. 

“Nevertheless...a considerable part of the church, educa- 
tional, journalistic and political leadership of our country 
are conducting a vigorous campaign to repeal the Connally 
Amendment and make everything which Americans prize most 
highly subject to a World Court which may be. .. dominated by 
communist judges. Under such circumstances, Russia might 
demand and get Alaska, Mexico,...the Panama Canal. We might 
be convicted of genocide, taxed down to the level of Africa, 
and become a dependent province of a very hostile UN.” 


— from an editorial in CHRISTIAN ECONOMICS 
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